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• Allport (1968) defined social psychology as ‘an attempt to understand and 
explain how the thoughts, feelings, and behaviors of individuals are influenced 
by the actual, imagined, or implied presence of others’

• By extension, a reasonable working definition of social neuroscience would be:

• an attempt to understand and explain, using neural mechanisms, how the 
thoughts, feelings, and behaviors of individuals are influenced by the actual, 
imagined, or implied presence of others.



• Cognitive psychology’s role: decompose complex social behaviors into simpler 
mechanisms (operating in individual minds)

• Social neuroscience links together all these disciplines: linking cognitive and 
social psychology, and linking ‘mind’ (psychology) with brain 
(biology,neuroscience)



• geneticists report that a specific 
gene can affect whether or not 
someone starts smoking–and, if he

• does, whether he becomes 
addicted



• People who have one particular 
gene, which is involved in the 
brain's use of the molecule 
dopamine, are less likely to smoke 
than those without the gene; if 
they do smoke, they start later and 
have an easier time quitting. So 
maybe it's not those Joe Camel ads 
after all.

• ( Howard, O'Donnell, Stevenson, & 
Oxfeld, 1999 , p. 6)
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• The Society for Social and Affective Neuroscience (SANS; www.socialaffectiveneuro.org) and Society for Social 
Neuroscience (S4SN; www.s4sn.org) were established in 2008 and 2010





• Some of the topics of interest to social psychologists are not amenable to brain 
localization techniques because of the complexity of the processes; they have 
embedded in them subprocesses that interact, and such complex processes are 
difficult to localize. It would be a pity if, in their justifiable enthusiasm for this 
powerful tool [i.e. neuroimaging], social psychologists subtly shifted their 
research programs to problems that are amenable to brain localization or 
shifted their theoretical language to constructs that are localizable.



• Their characterization of social neuroscience in terms of localization of 
functions is inaccurate (or, at least, outdated). Social neuroscience should be 
concerned primarily with the underlying mechanisms, and these are unlikely 
to be localized to discrete brain regions.
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• Forward inference: If someone is frightened their amygdala is activated.

• Reverse inference: If the amygdala is activated then someone is frightened







• brain just accepts, stores, and processes whatever information is given to it 
without any pre-existing biases, limitations, or knowledge

• culture, society, and the nature of social interactions invent and shape 
themselves



• number of close friends is predicted by the size of the human brain

• tendency to form monogamous attachments is dependent on brain chemistry

• social conventions, such as the law, may reflect a basic tendency to empathize with 
others and reason about causes and effects

• Infants treat social and non-social stimuli differently. Rudimentary knowledge about 
how faces should be structured



• Social processes are all in the brain, but some of them are created by 
environmental constraints and historical accidents (and learned by the brain) 
whereas others may be caused by the inherent organization, biases, and 
limitations of the brain itself.





• income inequality is cultural

• the fact that aggression is linked to 
resource control and perceived injustice is 
likely to be independent of culture



• Cultural differences may act as an ‘accelerator’ or ‘brake’ on biological 
tendencies

• Levels of testosterone in males are correlated with levels of aggression 
in people of low SES individuals but not high SES
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G8pZlupf-7o [Joan Chiao: Cultural Neuroscience: Bridging 
Cultural and Biological Sciences]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fxAUXoc-7XI [Chris Frith: How the Brain Creates Culture]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J0XmZW6xYSg [A brief animation on the social brain]
http://vimeo.com/58254376 [Professor Ned Block: An interview with the philosopher on the mind–
body problem]
http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/vs_ramachandran_the_neurons_that_shaped_civilization.html
[VS Ramachandran: Mirror Neurons] 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M8UQcnJevdo [Russell Poldrack: From Reverse Inference to 
Pattern Classification]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nPj01uzRHY0 [Ralph Adolphs: The Social Brain]
https://vimeo.com/65307997 [Lisa Feldman Barrett: Models of the Mind symposium] 
https://vimeo.com/65200081 [Randy Buckner: Models of the Mind symposium] 
https://vimeo.com/65200079 [Randy Buckner, Lisa Feldman Barrett, and Amanda Pustilnik: Models 
of the Mind panel discussion]
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https://t.me/Social_Neuroscience_Workgroup
https://t.me/Social_Neuroscience_WG
https://t.me/StudentBranchNBML


